DOUBLE FEATURE: TAREK LAKRISSI
6 JANUARY - 31 MARCH 2024 (BER)
6 JANUARY - 4 FEBRUARY 2024 (DUS)

Tarek Lakhrissi, Bright Heart, 2023, video, 14'08", color, sound. Video still. Courtesy of the artist and Galerie Allen,
Paris.

For the second iteration of Double Feature, three films by the French artist and poet Tarek Lakhrissi will be on view.
Through text, film, installation, and performance, Lakhrissi explores socio-political narratives that relate to diasporic
and queer embodied experiences in Europe.

Drawing on the work of other artists and writers such as French writer Kaoutar Harchi and Cuban-American artist Félix
Gonzalez-Torres, Lakhrissi generates dreamlike environments where multiple voices, generations, and perspectives
coexist. The artist thus disrupts any sense of historical canon and dominant narrative being linear. At once nostalgic
and speculative, Lakhrissi’s work brings tenderness to the fore, not only as a means of resistance in the face of
systemic violence, but as a way of relating to the past, present, and future.
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Bright Heart (2023) is a wistful exploration of queer resistance. The film guides viewers on a journey into the night as
Jahid, the main character, wanders through the dimly lit streets of Paris. Jahid’s path takes a sinister turn as he is
followed by a figure clad in a motorcycle helmet and gear. Seeking solace in an old museum, the Musée des Arts et
Meétiers, Jahid encounters two vampiric characters, Opal and Kahina, who take turns reading from Comme nous
existons (The Way We Exist, 2021) by Kaoutar Harchi. They describe the internalization of shame that occurs under
hierarchies of violence and how people who are oppressed can begin to believe in their own inferiority. Opal and
Kahina’s words serve as a warning, illuminating a world in transformation, a society in tumult. “I hear old Europe
trembling,” one of the vampires says, “You must be ready to face this world and open your bright heart.” Their call to
overcome fear and shame is also an invitation to embrace love, to wield its power.

In Spiraling (2021), the camera moves along tracks, slowly guiding the viewer’s gaze from a dark gallery space into one
that is brightly lit. A vertical pole is installed on a round platform in the center of the room. Stage lights envelop the
space in a warm haze as a figure in a sheer, neon dress and translucent heels walks over to the pole and begins to
dance while Lakhrissi’s voice-over recounts a coming-of-age story. The figure is queer rights activist and performer
Mila Furie, whose fluid choreography creates a palpable tension with the imposing walls that surround her. Filmed in a
gallery at the Haus der Kunst in Munich, Spiraling centers the presence of queer bodies of color within institutional
spaces. Drawing inspiration from Félix Gonzalez-Torres’s 1991 work, Untitled (Go-Go Dancing Platform), Furie’s
performance brings a sense of intimacy into the cold and totalitarian architecture of the Haus der Kunst — a building
infamously known as the first major architectural project commissioned by the Nazi Party in 1933. Furie commands the
viewer’s attention and, in doing so, subverts the power dynamics of the space. As if eavesdropping on a private
rehearsal, the viewer is acutely aware of their own gaze, as well as that of the camera and surrounding stage lights.

Hard To Love (2017), Lakhrissi’s first video, considers the impact of colonialism and xenophobia on our ability to love
and be loved. The film consists of a single clip, in which a hand is seen picking up a glass of water and putting it back
down, played over and over again for the duration of the work. This repeated motion echoes the rhythm of the
narrator’s words. “l didn’t learn to speak,” Lakhrissi asserts in the voiceover, alluding to the loss of meaning and
fragmentation that can occur in the process of translation. Moving between Arabic, English, and French, the artist
traces the link between language and self-perception, the external factors that shape our internal worlds. Repeating,
stuttering, and interrupting his own words, Lakhrissi creates a sense of rupture throughout Hard To Love. “I told you
last time...you are hard to love,” he says, “but | forgot to say that it was first hard to love me.” In its poetic simplicity,
the work highlights the nuanced repercussions of losing a mother tongue or being forced to speak in a language that is
not one’s own. When there is always, inevitably, something lost, missing, or misconstrued in the utterance of a word or
phrase, how can one ever be understood?

Double Feature is an ongoing series of solo presentations by emerging artists, taking place in Berlin and Dusseldorf
simultaneously. The series is curated by Line Ajan & Lisa Long and supported by Team Global.

An artist talk between Tarek Lakhrissi and Michael Birchall, Co-Director and Chief Curator Migros Museum, Zirich will
take place on 16 February 2024, 7 P.M. at JSF Berlin.

Text: Nora Kovacs
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ABOUT THE ARTIST

Tarek Lakhrissi (b. 1992, Chatellerault, France) is a French artist and poet with a background in literature. While rooted
in past and present political events, his texts, films, installations, and performances are equally imbued with speculative
potential. Lakhrissi often sets his work in surrealist environments and gives them magical attributes, with an approach
that seeks to transform reality. Lakhrissi’s work has been exhibited internationally, including at Palais de Tokyo, Paris;
Hayward Gallery, London; La Verriére - Fondation Hermes, Brussels; Haus der Kunst, Munich, and Palazzo Re
Rebaudengo/Sandretto, Guarene/Torino. He has an upcoming solo show at Migros Museum in Zurich (opening 9
February 2024), which is curated by co-director Michael Birchall.

ABOUT THE JULIA STOSCHEK FOUNDATION

The JULIA STOSCHEK FOUNDATION is a non-profit organization dedicated to the public presentation, advancement,
conservation, and scholarship of time-based art. With two public exhibition spaces located in Berlin and Dusseldorf
that feature cutting-edge media and performance practices, the foundation stewards one of the world’s most
comprehensive private collections of time-based art.

With over 900 artworks by 300 artists from around the globe, the JULIA STOSCHEK COLLECTION spans video, film,
single- and multi-channel moving image installation, multimedia environments, performance, sound, and virtual reality.
Photography, sculpture, and painting supplement its time-based emphasis. The collection’s contemporary focus is
rooted in artists’ moving image experiments from the 1960s and ’70s.

GENERAL INFORMATION

ARTIST TALK

Tarek Lakhrissi in conversation with Michael Birchall, Co-Director and Chief Curator Migros Museum, Zirich.
16 February 2024, 7 P.M.

Doors Open: 6 P.M. - 10 P.M.

PRESS PREVIEW BY APPOINTMENT
10 January 2024, 11 A.M. - 6 P.M., JSF Berlin
Please register at press@jsfoundation.art

PRESS IMAGES
www.jsfoundation.art/press/

LOCATION

JSF Berlin

Leipziger Strasse 60, 10117 Berlin

JSF Disseldorf

Schanzenstrasse 54, 40549 Dusseldorf

DURATION
6 January — 31 March 2024, JSF Berlin
6 January — 4 February 2024, JSF Dusseldorf
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OPENING HOURS

Saturday and Sunday, 12-6 p.m., JSF Berlin

Saturday and Sunday, 12-6 p.m., JSF Dusseldorf

Every first Thursday of the month, JSF Berlin, 6-10 p.m. (admission free)

ADMISSION
5 Euro, JSF Berlin
Free admission, JSF Dusseldorf

BARRIER-FREE ACCESS

JSF Berlin: Access to the presentation is barrier-free. The exhibition “Unbound”, which takes place parallelly, is
presented on the ground floor and the second floor of the Julia Stoschek Foundation Berlin. Access to the upper floor
is not barrier-free. For visits with wheelchairs or strollers, please register in advance via visit.berlin@jsfoundation.art to
ensure access.

JSF Disseldorf: The building is accessible for those with wheelchairs or prams. If you would like to use the lift to travel
between the floors of the exhibition space, just ask our service staff and they will be happy to assist you.

GUIDED TOUR IN GERMAN
JSF Berlin: Sundays, 3 P.M.
JSF Dusseldorf: twice a month on Sundays, 12 p.m.

GUIDED TOUR IN ENGLISH
Saturdays, 3 P.M.

Price: EUR 10.00 per person, free of charge for children and people under 18 years of age, as well as school children,
students, and trainees. Register at visitjuliastoschekcollection.as.me/schedule.php

GUIDED TOURS FOR GROUPS

Price: EUR 20.00 per person for groups of 10 people or more (including admission fee). Tours for students and school
pupils are free of charge. Please inquire for guided tours for groups by email at visit.duesseldorf@jsfoundation.art or
visit.berlin@jsfoundation.art.

WEBSITE www.jsfoundation.art

FACEBOOK /juliastoschekfoundation

INSTAGRAM @juliastoschekfoundation @youngjun.tak #jsf #jsfberlin #juliastoschekfoundation #doublefeature
#youngjuntak

PRESSE AND PUBLIC RELATIONS
JULIA STOSCHEK FOUNDATION
Tel.: +49 (0)30 921 062 460 / press@jsfoundation.art
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